
"Two historic events in particular are reverberating 

throughout Europe today. The first is the death of 

Christianity."  

from Claire Berlinsky's  

Menace in Europe  

Why The Continent's Crisis Is America's, Too 
 

"I haven't been terribly upset that Christian belief in 

Western Europe had declined...and that churches 

were now almost empty.  But I was beginning to see 

that when Christian faith had departed, it had taken a 

sense of ultimate meaning and purpose."   

from Bruce Bawer's   

While Europe Slept  

 How Islam Is Destroying The West From Within  
 

"Sport has the power to unite people in a way little 

else can it breaks down radical barriers, it laughs in the 

face of all kinds of discrimination. Sport speaks to peo-

ple in a language they can all understand."    

Nelson Mandela 

 David F. Irby 

 CEO, Surge International        

 US Soccer "A" Coaching License 

 MA in Ed . - Univ. of La Verne 

 A pioneer of soccer ministry dating back 

to his time as coach at Azusa Pacific University, when he also 

played on the first Athletes-in-Action team. Dave was the 

first coach for the Sports Life Ministry team (WA) and the 

original staff member and founder of the Seahorse soccer 

team for Missionary Athletes International (CA); before 

going on to found Surge International (formerly Vanguard 

Ministries).  Dave and the Christian soccer team's he has led 

have traveled to over thirty countries of the world, bringing 

hope to those they meet. Dave heads up the Surge's work 

from their US headquarters in Salem, Oregon having devel-

oped the Global Player Initiative and Soccer Ministry Study 

Abroad program.  Dave, Susan, Ryan and Hayley Irby reside 

in Salem, and son Nathan in San Diego, CA.   
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email: dirby@surgeint.org 
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Why Europe? 

 Jonathan Bergen 

 Euro Director, Surge International  

 UEFA "A" Coaching License 

 MA in Int. Relations-Webster Univ  

(Vienna) 

Jon grew up in Vienna, Austria where his parents were the 

first missionaries after World War II.  Jon began his soccer 

ministry career as a midfielder on the Seahorses "historic" 

tour to Uganda as the civil war was ending. After coaching 4 

years the elite U13-14 players for the Vienna Soccer Federa-

tion (a project of the Austrian Soccer Federation -ÖFB), Jon 

led Austria Wien's U17's to a 13-3-4 record and a second 

place finish this past season. Jon developed the soccer minis-

try  "Breakaway Soccer" and SOSoccer Kosovo; currently 

oversees Surge Int. European work and now coaches the 

elite U13-19 players in the Austria Wien Soccer Academy.  

Fluent in English and German Jon resides outside of Vienna 

with his wife Janice (an Austrian citizen) and their two chil-

dren Mia and Jordan.  



VIENNA SURGE 
Oversees the international projects of Surge Interna-
tional.  Projects range from International Short Term 
Mission Trips, to Church Planting  and relief work, 
known as SOSsoccer.   
 
GLOBAL PLAYER INITIATIVE (GPI) 
The purpose of the GPI is for training, equipping and 
sending Christian soccer players to  Vienna, Austria 
to use the platform of soccer to impact the world.  
There are two options players can choose from. 
 

GPI Pro 

Takes place in Vienna, Austria.  It is a 12 month com-

mitment and we are looking for Men/Women who 

have completed college eligibility, had a previous 

experience with Surge Int., and would like to move 

to Vienna to join the program fulltime. Geared    

towards players who would like to play professional 

soccer, but all levels of qualified soccer players are 

welcome to apply.   

 

GPI Amateur    

Takes place in Vienna, Austria each July.  Looking for 

16 experienced men and women soccer players.  

Spend 20 to 25 days training and playing soccer in 

Europe and impacting those around you through 

Surge Int. ministry  projects. Primarily for under-

graduates, who want to explore longer term soccer 

ministry opportunities for when you complete your 

eligibility. 

 

SOCCER MINISTRY / STUDY ABROAD  

Surge International has opportunities for   

collegiate soccer players (men and women) to 

join a study abroad  program each Spring     

Semester in Austria or Germany and train and 

play with local teams.  All levels of experience.  

Maximum of 8 players  

CASCADE SURGE SOCCER PDL TEAM 

With the focus on Europe, Surge International 

is no longer running their USL "Hall of Fame" 

PDL team after 15 seasons.  Limited sports 

ministry internship are still available in Salem 

with the team's school assembly and camp 

outreach programs (May-July). 

 

CHURCH PLANTING 

Two church plants are underway. Soccer    

players, teams, church and student groups are 

needed. 

Surge International is a global soccer  

ministry, an arm of the local church and a 

partner with mission agencies around the 

world.    
 

The purpose of Surge International is to 

bring together Christian soccer players and 

coaches for soccer ministry training and to 

equip them for local, national, and interna-

tional outreach through the world’s most 

popular sport. 

 

A few of the countries visited: 

Germany, Austria, England, Jordan,      

Israel, Thailand, Zimbabwe, Kenya,      

Indonesia, Mexico, Sudan, Uganda,     

Mozambique, South Africa, Honduras,  

Kosovo, Peru, and Guatemala. 

 

 

“You are part of the reconciliation process” 

The Sudanese Ambassador to the US speaking 

to Surge President Dave Irby in Washington DC 

prior to the team going to Sudan on a Peace 

Mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

Surge International Projects  

JOIN SURGE INTERNATIONAL 

Internships in Sports Management and 
Sports Ministry 

SOSoccer and SOSprojects to Kosovo 

Be involved in European missions…bring 
your soccer team, church, or student 
group 

 

All Surge International programs require             

participants to go through an application process, 

and develop a prayer and financial support team. 

Surge International Inc. 

a 501c 3 non profit  

organization 

To donate go to:   

www.surgeint.org 


